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HoChunk Renaissance recently inherited
one of St. Augustine’s classroom trailers.
The building is now located at 209 Elm
Street. The new space serves as a class-
room for “ Hoit’e Coni Na” community
language classes and cultural education
initiatives. During their soft opening, the
Wazoki Safe Sitters youth group were able
to provide childcare during class. Stay
tuned for more classes and their future
building name.

The Winnebago Food Distribution
program held their annual Turkey Distribu-
tion for enrolled Head of Household tribal
members. On November 12%, Elders were
able to pick-up while those 55 and under
were set to pick-up on November 13

Tune into Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Pa-
rade to see Wambli “Baby Wam” Dolezal!
Baby Wam has been invited to dance
with Native Pride Productions at Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade! The community
held a blessing/send-off at the Winnebago
Public School on November 20" as he
prepares to take the big stage. Tune into
NBC or the streaming platform Peacock to
see this historical event.

History in the Making: Coni Wagijire Hocl

By Bethani Redhorn
Photography by Tyler Snake

[Winnebago, NE] The new facility that will
serve as the central hub for Winnebago Emer-
gency Services (Conj Wagijire Hoci) is now
complete! It has been one year and five months
since the groundbreaking for construction took
place on June 13, 2024, in North Winnebago.
The open house ceremony was held on Tues-
day, November 18, 2025, where the communi-
ty gathered for a blessing, meal, and tour of the
brand-new facility.

The new hub for Winnebago Emergen-
cy Services will house both the Winnebago
Volunteer Fire Department; the Winnebago
Comprehensive Healthcare System’s Medical
Service Programs, which includes Emergency

Medical Services (EMS), Community Health
Representatives (CHR), and Motor Vehicle
Operators (MVO); as well as the Winnebago
Tribe’s Emergency Manager. This centralizes
all collaboration and communication of first
responders in Winnebago to depart from the
same location.

The building is owned by the Winnebago
Tribe of Nebraska and funded by both the
Winnebago Tribe and Winnebago Comprehen-
sive Healthcare System. Designed by Leo A.
Daly and constructed by MCL Construction,
the new facility features a kitchen, day/ready
room, a gym, office workstations, and includes
resources for overnight accommodation. From
the signage and labeling throughout the entire
building that includes Ho-Chunk culture and
language elements, every detail matters. An

important feature that was integrated into the
design was roof props to improve training
conditions when simulating roof fires and/or
bedroom fires.

During the event, a blessing and prayer was
offered at the beginning by Winnebago tribal
member, Rohahes Aldrich, who also serves on
the WCHS Emergency Medical Services team.
Followed by the Winnebago drum group New
Breed rendering the welcome song and flag
song while the Winnebago Veterans Associa-
tion posted the colors. Remarks were shared by
Garan Coons (Winnebago Tribe’s Communica-
tions Officer), Eugene DeCora Sr. (Winnebago
Tribal Councilmember), David Edwards (Win-
nebago Comprehensive Healthcare System’s

Cont. on page 2...

DOMINATING THE DOME

By Bethani Redhorn
Photography by Adam Tranmer/Bethani Red-
horn

[Winnebago, NE] The Winnebago Indians
football team brings home another champi-
onship in the All-Nations 9A Football confer-
ence. Traveling to Vermillion, South Dakota
to compete in the championship game against
Todd County Falcons, the Indians won the game
with 36-8.

Entering the championship undefeated and
ranked first in their division, the Winnebago In-
dians end their football season record 10-0. The
Indians went up against Cheyenne Eagle-Butte,
Pine Ridge, Lower Brule, Mahpiya Luta, Todd
County, Little Wound, Saint Francis, Omaha
Nation, Mahpiya Luta again in the semi-fi-
nals, and then lastly, the championship victory

against Todd County.

Outstanding players recognized in the
championship game featured Adarius Flemister,
Offensive MVP; Ashton LaPointe, Defensive
MVP; and Jared Doxey, Jim Thorpe All-Around
MVP Award. “This year’s Seniors were some-
thing special,” shared Coach Welsh. Winnebago
Seniors include Elijah Whitebear, Melvin Hulit,
Adarius Flemister, Patrick Burtt, Aaron Hulit,
Jreyden Rave, Donte Mercer, Ashton LaPointe,
Jacob Lincoln, Josiah Morgan, and Jared Doxey
II. Special recognition for Winnebago Indians
Head Coach, Dusty Welsh, who was awarded
All-Nations Football Conference Head Coach of
the Year!

Topping it off with a championship victory,
Dusty Welsh has been on the coaching staft for
the Winnebago Indians football team for a total
of ten years and spent eight of those years as an

assistant. Crediting the team for his Head Coach
of the Year award, Dusty shared, “Individual
awards are always earned because of a team, and
these awards are earned by all of them as well.”
As head coach, Dusty handles all the duties that
come along with being the one in charge and he
also calls offensive plays during the game. For
him, it is all about the kids and being a small,
positive role in their lives. “At the end of the

day though, it’s about making sure the kids
enjoy their experience, cause it’s just a game and
should be enjoyed!”

Nick Saunsoci, Winnebago tribal member and
Football Positions Coach, coaches running backs
and the defensive line. This is his third year as an
assistant football coach, but he also helps with

Con't. on page 2...
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

...Cont. from front page: HISTORY IN THE MAKING:

Conj Wagijire Hoci....

CEO), Isaac Smith (Winnebago Tribal Council
Vice-Chairman/Winnebago Volunteer Fire
Department Chief), Rohahes Aldrich (WCHS
Emergency Medical Services), Coly Brown
(Winnebago Tribal Council Chairman), Clint
Free (Winnebago Volunteer Fire Department
Assistant Chief), Joy Johnson (WTN Planning
& Development Consultant), and Ron Nohr
(Winnebago Tribe’s Engineer).

Sharing about the historical impact the new
building will have on the community, Isaac
stated, “As first responders, they go through
things that troubles their hearts, minds, and
spirits. They need to be able to decompress
calls, from law enforcement to CHR/EMS, to
fire, to nurses and doctors, to the dispatchers.
They see our people go through their toughest
times, even down to fighting for their lives.
This new building will help rejuvenate some of
the communities first responders, that’s what
we need the most help with.” He continued,

“I hope this building stands forever and has a
staple in our little village that we call home in

Winnebago, Nebraska.”

Out in the front of the facility, the
Winnebago Veterans Association raised the
flags on the poles while New Breed rendered
the late James “Jim” Snow honor song. Con-
cluding the event with a tour throughout the
new building and a community meal provided
by Dave Kearnes. A livestream was provided
by the Big Voice Radio for those unable to at-
tend in-person and is available on the Winneba-
go Tribe of Nebraska’s YouTube channel, as
well as photos shared to the Winnebago Indian
News Facebook page.

For more information about the Winnebago
First Responders, including the Fire Depart-
ment, Emergency Medical Services, Commu-
nity Health Rep., and Motor Vehicle Operators,
visit: https://www.wchs.health/services/acute-
care/emergency-medical-services.

For more information about Winnebago
Tribe’s Emergency Management, visit: https://
winnebagotribe.com/emergency-management/

...Cont. from front page: DOMINATING THE DOME....

coaching for wrestling, track and field,
as well as strength and conditioning.
“Besides winning, my favorite thing
about coaching is the connections [ am
able to make with my athletes. Getting
to see them grow and rooting for them
long past when they’re done playing.”
Shared Coach Saunsoci. He serves as
the Public Relations representative
for the Winnebago Public School and
stated it has been a change of pace
for him, trying to be at all events and
cover all things going on in the school,
along with the challenge balancing
coaching but it is well worth it.
Following the All-Nations champi-
onship, Winnebago Public School an-
nounced on social media that Adarius
Flemister, ANFC Champion/WPS Se-
nior, was selected and named to play in
the Native American Athletic Founda-
tion All-Star game coming on Sunday,
December 14, 2025, in Minneapolis,
MN., at the U.S. Bank Stadium (home

of the Minnesota Vikings).

*Editors Note: Congratulations to
the Winnebago Indians football team
and Coaches on their championship
win and excellent work on an unde-
feated season. The WIN and Big Voice
are proud of you! We would like to
extend a heartfelt thank you to Coach-
es Dusty and Nick for taking time to
provide insight into their coaching
experiences and a special congratu-
lations to Dusty Welsh on receiving
Head Coach of the Year. The excite-
ment for next year's season is already
building. Also, continued coverage will
be forthcoming for Adarius Flemister's
trip to the All-Star football game in
Minnesota. His hard work throughout
his senior year has paid off with being
chosen out of seventy of the nation's
top Native American high school ath-
letes. Congratulations to Adarius from
the WIN!
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Letter to the Editor

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Hearing
Case No. CV26-008

In the Matter of the
Guardianship Petition of:
James & Chasstady Price
In Re:
A.W. (Born 02/2021)

TO:  VIENNA WALKER, MOTHER
ALL POSSIBLE FATHERS

You are hereby notified that a petition has been
filed for Guardianship and a hearing concern-
ing the above referred Individual(s) in Case
No. CV26-008 has been scheduled and will be
heard in the Winnebago Tribal Court of Win-
nebago, Nebraska on the 11™ day of DECEM-
BER, 2025 at the hour of 10:00 A.M.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Hearing
Case No. CV12-050

In the Matter of the
Guardianship Petition of:
Lola Kearnes Bernie

In Re:

D.G (Born 01/2011)

TO:  HOLLY GRIFFIN, MOTHER
ALL POSSIBLE FATHERS

You are hereby notified that a petition has
been filed for Guardianship and a hearing
concerning the above referred Individual(s) in
Case No. CV12-050 has been scheduled and
will be heard in the Winnebago Tribal Court of
Winnebago, Nebraska on the 24™ day of NO-
VEMBER, 2025 at the hour of 1:00 P.M.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Hearing
Case No. CV26-020

In the Matter of the
Guardianship Petition of:
Shalise Cline

In Re:

N.H (Born 10/2024)

TO: SHANELLE HORN, MOTHER
ALL POSSIBLE FATHERS

You are hereby notified that a petition has
been filed for Guardianship and a hearing
concerning the above referred Individual(s) in
Case No. CV26-020 has been scheduled and
will be heard in the Winnebago Tribal Court
of Winnebago, Nebraska on the 11™ day of
DECEMBER, 2025 at the hour of 11:30 A.M.

Winnebago

Indian News
is owned and
published by the
Winnebago Tribe of

Nebraska”.

JESUS OUR SAVIOR
LUTHERAN OUTREACH

‘Answered prayers’

Have your prayers ever been answered?
Have you stopped praying when your prayer
was not answered promptly? Have you stopped
praying since your prayer was not answered in
the way that you asked?

Let me tell you a true story about a husband
and a wife who prayed for many years, but their
prayers were not answered. They prayed that
they might be blessed by Creator God to have a
baby. Now they were advanced in years and the
woman was still barren.

And then something impossible happened.
Gabriel, an angel of God, appeared to the
husband while he was burning some incense.
Gabriel said, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah,
for your prayer has been heard, and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call
his name John” [Luke 1:13 ESV].

And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall
I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife
is advanced in years.” And the angel answered
him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence
of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to
bring you this good news. And behold, you will
be silent and unable to speak until the day that
these things take place, because you did not

By: Pastor Ricky Jacob

believe my words, which will be fulfilled in
their time” [Luke 1:19-20].

Do you believe that this is a true story? Do
you believe that there are angels? Would you be
like Zachariah and not believe in the words of
an angel?

John, the son born to Elizabeth and Zechari-
ah, would grow up and serve Creator God in a
special way. Gabriel also informed Zechariah
‘And [John] will turn many of the children of
Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go
before him in the spirit and power of Elijah,
to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,
to make ready for the Lord a people prepared’
[Luke 1:16-17].

John, better known as John the Baptist,
prepared the way for the Son of Creator God.
As we begin our preparations for this Christmas
season, may we prepare our hearts for the com-
ing of Christ Jesus a second time. One is well
prepared who believes in Jesus as the Son of
God as well as the son of Mary. And that Jesus
is one’s Lord and Savior!

I close with these words of the angel Gabriel:
“I bring you this good news” Luke 1:19b ESV]

By: Ben Crawford

tours.

Why do White People Steal Native Culture?

For 5 years I found myself in the strange position of being a white person teaching about native
history. It wasn’t because [ wanted to do it, I’'m shy, I wanted to hide away in the museum base-
ment and work with the artifacts. It’s just that my boss and coworkers weren’t as confident giving

Maybe now as a white man I might talk about something I’m more qualified for. Why do white
people steal and appropriate native culture? Why all the white chicks with warbonnets at concerts,
Pocahontas-isms, warrior logos, and smudging on instagram?

Theres a lot of reasons. Probably a lot about power. Sometimes people want something strange
and exotic looking. Sometimes people think its funny. I’ve made these mistakes in the past.

For all the stolen land, we (white people) live in an increasingly sad and sick world where mon-
ey and feeling good are our god. Looking at native ways, native culture and history, even in really
stereotyped ways gives us a look at a different kind of world where people have meaning in their
lives, where things are sacred, where men and women have roles and purpose. A place where there
is still magic left in the world and no plastic in our blood.

Beneath all those stereotypes, I do think there is some truth to this. You all have something we
don’t. Its hard to put words to what it is, but all I know is that you’re responsible for keeping it
alive. No one else can do it for you, and no one can really take it from you.

In Loving Memory...

Denaya Jeresa Payer

On October 17, 2025 at 10:45 A.M, Denaya
Jeresa Payer of Winnebago peacefully passed
away at the age of 22 years surrounded by
many loved ones at an Omaha, NE hospital.

“Naya”, was a shining light in the lives of
all who had the privilege of knowing her and

had the most beautiful and captivating smile.
Her short journey on Mother Earth was one
marked by love, compassion, and respect for
all she encountered.

Denaya is survived by loving parents Da-
mon and Benita, brothers Drake and Damon
Jr, sisters Dorine and Delicia. Aunts Dana,
Jodeen, Cari Jon, and Cari Etta, uncles Melton
and Andrew. She also leaves behind a host
of cousins who shared in her joyful spirit.
Her memory lives on nieces; Dominique and
Daleyza, nephews Keiko and Lio. Special
friends, Keiley, Janissa, and Claudette.

Denaya is preceded in death by her niece
Liana, Uncle Darren, paternal grandparents
Henry and Rita, maternal grandparents Ben Jr
and Margaret.

Funeral service was held at 10:00 A.M,
October 20, 2025 at the Blackhawk Center in
Winnebago with Kunu Dave Russell officiat-
ing.

Always on our mind Nayer girl, forever 22
in our hearts! “Those we love don’t go away,
they walk beside us everyday”.

The next issue of the WINNEBAGO INDIAN NEWS will be published on December 6, 2025. DEADLINE for this issue will be December 2, 2025.
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COMMUNITY

WCHS SANE Nursing Staff Recognized with Nebraska Hospital
Association’s Quest for Excellence Innovation Award

By: Erin McElroy Flores ,Communications
Manager

Winnebago, NE — The Winnebago Compre-
hensive Healthcare System (WCHS) Sexual
Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) team has been
recognized by the Nebraska Hospital Asso-
ciation (NHA) with the Quest for Excellence
Innovation Award for their pioneering work in
developing and implementing a comprehen-
sive SANE program at Twelve Clans Unity
Hospital.

The Quest for Excellence Awards, developed
by the Rural Quality Improvement Steering
Committee, honor Nebraska hospitals that
demonstrate outstanding efforts to improve
quality and patient care. The committee in-
cludes representatives from Nebraska’s critical
access hospitals, the Nebraska Department
of Health and Human Services, the Nebraska
Association for Healthcare Quality, Risk and
Safety, the Nebraska Rural Health Association,
and the NHA.

This year, the NHA introduced a special
mention category for innovation to recognize
projects offering exceptional lessons in creativ-
ity, collaboration, and impact. WCHS’s SANE
program earned this inaugural Innovation
Award distinction for its far-reaching impact
and leadership in quality improvement.

“Our SANE nurses went above and beyond
to bring this program to life,” said David
Edwards, Chief Executive Officer of WCHS.
“Their dedication to patient safety, collabora-
tion with law enforcement, and advocacy for
updates to Tribal Law Codes have transformed
how we deliver compassionate, immediate care
for survivors right here at home.”

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANEs)
are specially trained nurses who provide com-

passionate medical and forensic care to survi-
vors of sexual assault. At WCHS, survivors can
seek SANE services through the Emergency
Department or Primary Care, ensuring timely,
confidential, and culturally sensitive support
close to home. Prior to the implementation

of the SANE program in June 2025, patients
requiring sexual assault examinations were
transferred to Omaha for specialized care.

Recognizing the burden and trauma this
caused, WCHS’s nursing and administration
team took action—undertaking extensive
training, forming partnerships with external
agencies, and securing approval for Tribal Law
Code updates to ensure victims receive timely,
culturally sensitive care within their own com-
munity. Today, WCHS has five forensic-trained
nurses on staff.

“This recognition is not only a testament to
our nurses’ skill and heart, but also to our com-
munity’s commitment to healing and justice,”
said Sara McIntosh, Chief Nursing Officer at
WCHS. “Our SANE program reflects what’s
possible when we combine compassion, inno-
vation, and cultural integrity in healthcare.”

The SANE team was showcased during the
NHA Awards Banquet at the association’s An-
nual Convention on October 22, 2025, and will
also be displayed at the upcoming NHA Quality
Conference (November 13—14) to share best
practices and inspire other healthcare organiza-
tions across the state.

About the Quest for Excellence Awards

The Quest for Excellence Awards program
recognizes Nebraska hospitals for outstand-
ing efforts in improving quality and patient
outcomes. One award is given annually to a
critical access hospital and one to a non-critical
access hospital. Projects are showcased through
poster presentations at the NHA Annual
Convention and shared online to encourage
statewide learning and collaboration.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

OMAHA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT (OPPD) NOTICE TO
PERFORM TRANSMISSION LINE MAINTENANCE ON
WINNEBAGO/OMAHA TRIBE ALLOTMENTS
NOVEMBER 2025 THROUGH APRIL 2026

Omaha Public Power District (OPPD) is committed to maintaining the safe and reliable
operation of its electric transmission system. Federal, regional and electric industry
regulations and standards require continuous maintenance of high-voltage overhead
transmission lines. OPPD and/or its contractor(s) will be accessing transmission line
right-of-way to perform necessary maintenance work including various repairs, struc-
ture replacements, inspections and/or vegetation management. Inspections include
assessment of the condition of poles, wires, insulators and hardware.

As part of this work, OPPD and/or its contractor(s) will be accessing transmission line
right-of-way to perform necessary maintenance work including various repairs, struc-
ture replacements and inspections. Inspections include assessment of the condition of
poles, wires, insulators and hardware. This work allows OPPD to continue to provide
safe and reliable power.

Work is scheduled for November 2025 through April 2026.

Questions? Please contact our OPPD Real Property and Land Management hotline at
(531)226-3062 or email us at landmanagement@oppd.com.

Notice from the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska —
Child Support Enforcement Program

The Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska Child Support Enforcement
Program would like to announce that, effective January 1,
2026, the Winnebago Tribal Police Department will begin
executing civil warrants, including child support warrants.

Previously, our law enforcement officers operated under

the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and were restricted from
executing civil warrants due to BIA policy and existing Code
of Federal Regulations (CFR) provisions applicable to federal
officers. However, since the Winnebago Tribe has entered

into a Self-Governance compact for law enforcement, these
restrictions no longer apply. As a result, tribal law enforcement
officers are now authorized to serve civil warrants issued
through the Winnebago Tribal Court.

If you have questions regarding an existing warrant or wish to
resolve your warrant before the new policy takes effect, please
contact our office.

Pinagigi,
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska — Child Support Enforcement
Program

As of publication deadline we
are at 428 completed surveys
or 24%, please share or ask
your fellow tribal members to
complete the survey!
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Question of the Issue:

Celebrated across the Nation, Thanksgiving serves as a
time to give thanks for people, experiences, and the simple
blessings of life. What are you thankful for?

GARAN: I’m thankful for turkey, stuffing and the above - Garanteed!

BRIAN: Gratitude in your life is simple to find when you choose to see it. I remain
thankful for the many blessings that have entered my life, especially the clarity to see
those around me in all their truths. Again, a favorite quote of mine for such is: “Grat-
itude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we have into enough, and more. It turns
denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. It can turn a meal into a
feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a friend. Gratitude makes sense of our past,
brings peace for today and creates a vision for tomorrow.” - Melodie Beatty

KEVIN: I’'m thankful to Mauna for blessing me with my family and my work fami-
ly — they breathe life into me every day. People always say that if you love what you
do, you’ll never work a day in your life. [’'m starting to believe it, because I genuinely
enjoy working with my coworkers. The personalities in our crew are something else...
in the best way. They keep me laughing, keep me grounded, and honestly make the

long days feel a whole lot shorter.

TYLER: I’m thankful for my family and work friends, the memories made over the
years overall. The time spent together creating memories always!

BETHANI: There are many things in life to be thankful for. I am thankful for the life
I have, even though I have my own struggles. My family is always here for me, and

I am beyond grateful for each of them. Outside of my family, I am thankful for the
work that we do in our community and the team we have at Communications. I am
also thankful for my dog Yoda, he is a pretty awesome ankle biter with a big bark.

CHRISTINA: There is a lot that [ am very thankful, grateful for. To name a few...waking up
as a Winnebago tribal member everyday, my culture, children, my companion, friends, family. I
mean, I got everything I need right here with me. I got the air in my lungs, a few blank sheets of

paper....

GAYLA: I am thankful for my family, my friends, my community. Also, to my ances-
tors whose strength, resilience, sacrifice and prayers ensured myself and all waksik
could be here today. I am also thankful to be a part of the WTN Communications

Team!

CONCERT REVIEW:

More Music For The Masses ‘25
A Concert Movie Review of Depeche Mode: M

By Brian Chamberlain

[Mexico City, DF]

It has been stated many times. It has been heard
ringing across the globe. In country after country, city
after city, stadium after stadium, the music of Depeche
Mode transcends — barriers, languages, generations. In
September 2023, the iconic group were in the midst of
their latest world tour, promoting their fifteenth studio
album, Memento Mori. The tour was global with stops that
often stayed for days, allowing the fan faithful to see, many
for the first time, the world-wide phenomenon that is DM.
In this period, the concerts that were held in Mexico City
were filmed. From those LIVE performances, the movie,
Depeche Mode: M, was born. Hitting IMAX theaters
exclusively in late October of 2025, two years after the tour
had ended, the latest full-length musical feature utilized a
unique and compelling storyline. Combining the message
of the album title with cultural tales of Mexico, Depeche
Mode showed once more why they are musicians for the
world.

Memento Mori as the title of the latest Depeche album
depicts the legendary message of that Latin phrase.
Translated as ‘remember you must die’, the message of the
group was not to portray a doomed or negative thought,
but to serve as the method to which all of us as humans
must remember — time is fleeting and nothing lasts forever.

The movie was shot at the famed Foro Sol stadium.
Built to host massive athletic events and concert events
like this, the sold-out tour stayed in Mexico City for three
shows. Director, Fernando Frias de la Parra, took ahold of
the opportunity to not only showcase the music that the
world has come to adore, but also combine the album and
tour’s message with the cultural identity of Mexico as they
celebrate Dia de los Muertos — Day of the Dead. With the
ancient history of that celebration, the message of both the
tour and the culture were married together within this film.

As the movie began, the black and white images
shown on the screen were setting the stage for what was
to come. With narration done almost entirely in Spanish,
the descriptions of life and death were told through poetry,
with stories, and with emphasis on how the people of
Mexico do not fear death in their culture as they celebrate
the memory of their departed loved ones annually.

When the concert footage emerged, the screen lit up
with full color. The first songs out were from the Memento
Mori album — “My Cosmos in Mine” and “Wagging
Tongue”. Lead singer, Dave Gahan, takes the stage when
he performs and never lets go of it, not until the last note
is performed. As the music faded from Cosmos, and
thereafter betwixt each additional song, the director once
again took the audience on a tour of the Mexican heritage.
Songs, dances, costumes, poetry, all was on display to
fulfill the message, remember. ...

It has been said that their album Violator was written
for the world and their following album Songs of Faith and
Devotion was written for the fans. This is absolutely true!
Third song in the set came from that incredible album, that
song — “Walking In My Shoes”. The introduction to it was
instantly recognizable and with each additional song, the
crowd response grew more and more fanatical. Also, one
of my favorite songs, Walking has a lyric that goes “You
stumble in my footsteps. Keep the same appointments I
kept. If you try walking in my shoes.” Those lyrics denot-
ing a message I love.

More songs came and more poetic depictions of how

death and the Mexican culture were fearlessly intertwined
were introduced, each with its own unique vignette fully in
Spanish. Then from the album Ultra, the powerful “It’s No
Good” walloped from the booming IMAX sound system. I
didn’t expect to hear it and nearly jumped from my seat. As
a fan of DM, it’s quite difficult to pick favorites, because
the albums can be played start to finish and be completely
adored. But this one song stands out. The lyrics sing like a
sonnet, “I’m gonna take my time, [ have all the time in the
world — to make you mine. It is written in the stars above.
It’s God’s decree. You’ll be right here by my side, right
next to me...” When Dave’s voice is pushing those words
into the microphone and the thundering pulse of the music
is punishing the subwoofers, it’s easy to see why DM is
one of the greatest groups ever.

The concert rolled on, and the footage began to show
how the three-day event was like a magic show with the
Mexico City crowds roaring and singing just as loudly as
you’d expect any crowd to be at Wembley Stadium in their
homeland of Great Britain. Then it came — “World In My
Eyes”. A worldwide smash from the global phenomenon
that was their album Violator. This time though the song
was used to pay homage to their fallen bandmate, the late
Andrew Fletcher. Fletch, as he was known, passed away
in 2022. A keyboard master and incredible talent in his
own right, his refinement on their songs gave to DM that
flavor that made electronic music live in spaces many fear
to tread. The MM tour paid to his memory a whole section,
replete with his photographs from their many tours, photo
sessions, and life, blasted all over their massive video
screens. The crowd was also given printed black and
white headshots of his face so when the camera caught
the crowd, it was like seeing a stadium filled with 50,000
Andrew Fletchers. Beyond amazing pulling at the heart
strings but also letting the fans scream and cheer for him
once again. RIP, Fletch!

With twenty-four songs on their set list, the albums
were well represented. Violator, Playing The Angel, Music
For The Masses, Sounds Of The Universe and even the
early Speak & Spell each found their way into the nights
that filled the Mexican stadium. Memento Mori, of course,
was the name of this tour. As the final two songs played,
the iconic “Never Let Me Down Again” and another
global smash, “Personal Jesus”, the music of Martin Gore
and Dave Gahan rocked the capacity crowds. The movie
showed footage of the people who attended and examples
of their devotion after the concert. Others DM songs were
played as the credits rolled. Yes, I stayed for all of it.

I’ve always known DM was a global force but seeing it
as it was on display LIVE in Mexico City was an absolute
treat. The IMAX theaters were perfect because the music
needed to be super loud and the enlarged screen gave
a feeling at times like you were there with the crowd,
enjoying it all. Excellent film. Iconic musicians. Legendary
music.

Depeche Mode: M (2025)

Fernando Frias de la Parra — Director

Saul Levitz / Stacy Perskie / Nina Soriano — Producers

Depeche Mode — Martin Gore / Dave Gahan / Andrew
Fletcher

Sony Music Vision / Columbia Records / Anonymous
Content — Production Companies

STORYTELLERS RETURNS

Winnebago Volunteer Fire Department (Part 1)

The Winnebago Indian News Storyteller’s
column returns, with elements originally
introduced by BKC. This will be part 1 of
Storyteller’s featuring the Winnebago Vol-
unteer Fire Department. It is history in the
making, with a brand-new facility to house
all the Winnebago Emergency Services
which includes the Winnebago Volunteer
Fire Department, the Winnebago Compre-
hensive Healthcare System’s Emergency
Medical Services, Community Health Rep-
resentatives, and Motor Vehicle Operators,
alongside the Winnebago Tribe’s Emergency
Manager. We will begin this Storytell-
er’s series with the Winnebago Volunteer
Fire Department, followed by the WCHS
Emergency Medical Services, Community
Health Representatives, and Motor Vehicle
Operators, and conclude with the Winneba-
go Tribe’s Emergency Management.

It is our hope to highlight the history of
the Winnebago Volunteer Fire Department;
sharing insights into the realities of fire-
fighting and the significant impact that the
department has towards community safety.
The WIN interviewed WVFD Chief [saac
Smith, WVFC Assistant Chief Clinton Free;
and retired Volunteer Firefighter Joshua
Chamberlain, each providing a different
firefighting experience and perspective.

Deemed to be a thankless job, it has a
vital role in community safety. For many, it
is a chance to make a difference in the com-
munity and provide safety when needed the
most. Throughout the years, there has been a
great deal of volunteers that have stepped up
to help, though many of key individuals that
were involved in the early days have since
journeyed into the everlasting life.

As previously included, the WIN will
employ a standard verbatim dialogue
throughout the printed interview to pre-
serve the original intent and context of each
discussion as much as possible. However,
there will be editing for clarity, but the
original transcripts will remain in possession
of the WIN. The WIN appreciates [saac,
Clint, and Josh for their time and for sharing
about their experiences within the WVFED.
Please allow us to introduce the return of
Storytellers in the Winnebago Indian News:
Winnebago Volunteer Fire Department with
Clint Free, Josh Chamberlain, and Isaac
Smith.

Winnebago Indian News (W): (Starting
with introductions and roles within the
WVFD)

Clint Free (C) — My name is Clinton Free.
I was born and raised here in Winnebago.
Joined the fire department when I was nine-
teen and quit when [ moved away when [
was probably thirty. Came back probably ten
years later and then rejoined the department
and then been on ever since. Current role is
the WVFD Assistant Chief. I did serve other
levels and levels in the DEA department
when [ was on before as a truck captain,
other assistant chiefs, secretary, treasurer,
and as the fire chief.

Josh Chamberlain (J) — My name is Josh
Chamberlain. I joined to have a place to
work on my car and my dad (the late Keith
Chamberlain) was already a member. I
joined to help out with what my dad was
doing at the WVFD, I was only there for
about two years.

Isaac Smith (I) — My name is [saac Smith.
I have been with the WVFD for eighteen
years, serving as the Fire Chief for a total

run of six years, but before that, it was a
year off and then three years (so, nine alto-
gether).

Winnebago Indian News (W): (Back-
ground and history of WVFD)

Clint Free (C) — The WVFD headquar-
ters was the old building where the village
maintenance office is right now (on the
corner). That used to be the old building
that actually used to house, well, I think two
or three trucks, if you can believe they fit a
truck in there plus a pump for the grass rigs.
Back in the day, they had a siren that sat on
top of the building and whoever was the first
one down here would press the siren button
to basically notify other firefighters of a call.
That button was on the side of the building.

Josh Chamberlain (J) — I do remember
the earlier fire department where they were
across from where the Whirling Thunder is
now and they had about 7 members. In that
time, there was Keith Chamberlain, Del-
mar Free, Carl Free and I can’t remember
anyone else. The WVFD was maybe started
in the 1960°s, Keith joined in 1972. Richard
Pointer was the Fire Chief at that time. Keith
was a firefighter along with Buster Hayney,
Walter Nelson, Richard Pointer, Ed Provost,
Norman Free, and Delmar Free. When the
ambulance went into the building they are
currently at now, they started to cross-train
them with the CHR’s. The Village received
a grant to be able to upgrade from their one
tanker and a pickup with a water tanker and
a hose attached to the fire truck. They also
didn’t have radios back then but had a but-
ton on their landlines that went out to all the
fire departments to indicate that there was a
fire call. Then, later, they received pagers.
Keith served in the fire department for over
thirty years.

Winnebago Indian News (W): (Reflect-
ing on WVFD history, what does the new
building mean for Winnebago Emergency
Services altogether)

Isaac Smith (I) — With this new building,
there’s training features that were integrat-
ed into it, so we should be able to up the
training and part of it was to be able to train
together with EMS. So that way, when we’re
on rescue calls and emergency calls, then we
already know where each other’s equipment
is going to be, what kind of equipment to
use and bring, what we’re expecting of each
other and our teams. And the other part is
to be able to have the camaraderie there of
knowing the things that we go through and
the things that we see, that we’re not alone,
that we can always try to reach out to one
another, or we can bring in professional
help. Because joining the fire service and
EMS service, there’s a dark part that is not
mentioned or talked about. The stuff that
you see your own people and your own
families go through when the call comes in.
And so, to say you want to join the volunteer
fire department may look glamourous on the
outside but changes once you face your first
call and see somebody in a life-threatening
crisis. You usually always remember that
first call. Those kinds of things are some of
the things we don’t promote but we warn the
new volunteers about when they join the fire
department.

This will conclude PART 1 of the Story-
teller’s for the Winnebago Volunteer Fire
Department. Stay tuned in the next edition
for PART 2.
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