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Investigators who wish to partner with the Winnebago tribe on a research project must submit an 

application package for review by the IRB. The Winnebago tribe reserves the final decision to 

allow research to be conducted.  As a partner in research with the Tribe, all researchers must be 

respectful of the sovereignty of the Tribe by following the requirements noted below: 

 

A. Benefit to the Tribe 

The proposed project should clearly outline and discuss the intent and benefit of the 

project or activity to the Tribe, Tribal members, Community, and Reservation. The 

researcher must acknowledge the self-determination and sovereignty of the Tribe. Mutual 

respect is key in conducting any research protocol. The researcher shall describe how the 

participants will be empowered by the research process.  

 

B. Tribal liaison 

All researchers must have a liaison who is a member of the Tribe who will work with the 

researcher to be aware of any cultural or community sensitivities for the particular 

project. The liaison may be a member of an office with whom the researcher is working 

with or may be appointed by the IRB or Winnebago Tribal Council. 

 

C. Confidentiality and security 

There must be stringent assurance that the data and information generated during the 

conduct of the research is protected from unauthorized access and misuse consistent with 

the protocol approved by the IRB.  

 

D. Progress reports on research 

The researcher shall report to the IRB the progress of their research as often and in the 

manner required by the IRB. The report shall include: 

1. The status of the research 

2. Preliminary data, if available 

3. Deviations from the research protocol 

4. Concerns or complaints by participants 

 

The researcher shall promptly (within 30 days) report any injuries or adverse impacts, 

including violations of privacy, concerns from participants, or any harm of participants to 

the IRB. 

 

 

E. Continuing Review of research activities 

The researcher shall submit a report on the status of the research at an interval to be 

determined by the IRB. If a report is not received or raises significant concerns, the 

researcher may be subject to the enforcement actions noted below. 
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F. Amendments 

The researcher shall submit all changes to the protocol prior to implementation for review 

and approval by the IRB. 

 

G. Research Data 

The Winnebago Data Center will be notified of all approved, external Research Projects. 

The IRB Chair will forward POC and approved proposal information to the Winnebago 

Data Center who will then work directly with the Researcher to ensure that any Data 

Center agreements, MOUs, or assurances necessary to protect the confidentiality of the 

information are in place prior to the release of any tribal data to the researcher from the 

Data Center. Once transferred to the Winnebago Tribe Data Center, Data Center 

personnel or other persons or entities who have access to research data must ensure that 

the confidentiality of data collected as part of approved research is maintained. 

Winnebago Tribal Data held by the Data Center requested by any entity outside of the 

Tribe must be reviewed and approved by the IRB, subject to the IRB’s Policies and 

Procedures, prior to release 

 

H. Publication review  

All individuals proposing to publish the results of the research are required to submit a 

manuscript to the IRB for approval in advance of publication. The manuscript will be 

reviewed for technical content, sensitivity of material that may be harmful to the tribe or 

individual tribal members, as well as, to verify the publications are consistent with the 

approved research protocol by the IRB.  All references to or descriptions of culture, 

history, or language the IRB deems sacred, inaccurate, or in violation of the Tribe’s 

intellectual property rights must be removed or corrected prior to publication. 

Publications will be stored in a designated archive for the benefit of the Tribe for future 

use. 

 

While most academic publications rarely result in royalties, if any publication results in 

the payment of royalties, an agreement for sharing such royalties with the Tribe must be 

negotiated in good faith. 

 

Researchers may be required to present the results of the research in a Tribal community 

forum, so that those that collaborated and participated in the research can learn and ask 

questions about the results. 

 

I. Appeal process 

A researcher denied approval from the IRB can request a one-time reconsideration of the 

project by the IRB. A request of reconsideration must be received within 30 days from 

the date of the IRB notification of disapproval. The request must be based on new 

information not previously reviewed. 
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J. Protection of Rights 

The Tribe shall retain all ownership, property, trademark, copyright, and other rights to 

cultural, linguistic, and historic information that is not the intellectual property of the 

Researcher. The researcher shall return to the Tribe original research materials at the 

conclusion of the project. The researcher may retain copies of the materials for use that is 

consistent with the approved research protocol.  

 

The research shall credit the Tribe, when applicable, as the appropriate source of all 

information used to develop the intellectual property. 

 

Individuals on whom research will be conducted have the right to the information and 

intellectual property that is provided to the Researcher. The Researcher shall provide 

each individual with a consent document that explains their rights in plain language. 

Individuals retain the right to cease involvement in any research at any time. 

 

K. Enforcement 

Researchers who conduct research with the Winnebago tribe must check in with the IRB 

Chair prior to the onset of all approved research and prior to  arriving onsite of the 

reservation boundaries. This is to protect both the researcher and the members of the 

Tribe.  

 

Researchers who do not respect the Tribe’s right to sovereignty or follow the 

requirements of the IRB and other offices, as appropriate, may be subject to sanction. 

 

1. If a researcher routinely and purposefully does not follow the requirements of the 

IRB, the research project may be suspended or terminated from further data 

collection. 

2. A researcher may be removed from the Tribe and banished from further entry or 

further research with the Tribe. 

3. The Tribe reserves the right, in serious and criminal cases, to refer the issue to the 

Tribal court for further processing. 
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Submission Instructions 

 

Submit a completed application packet to the IRB email at irb@winnebagotribe.com. A 

completed application includes: 

 

1. IRB application 

2. Informed consent documents or informed consent scripts to be used 

3. All data collection measures, including surveys and interview questions 

4. Complete copy of IRB submission to home institution, including letter of approval. 

 

Once a completed application is received, it will be assigned to an IRB agenda for review. The 

researcher may be requested to attend the assigned meeting to provide a brief (15-minute) 

presentation on the research activity and proposed benefit to the Tribe. This in-person 

requirement is meant to allow the researcher to explain the research, answer questions by the 

IRB, and foster the relationship with the Tribe. 

 

The IRB may require another member of the Tribe to review the project, they may have 

questions before making a decision, or they may approve the study.  


