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The newly elected Tribal Council members taking their oath to offi ce, (left to right): Victoria Kitcheyan, Brian Chamberlain, Lorelei Hope 
DeCora, Thelma Whitewater, and Rona Stealer.

Winnebago Tribal Council First Order of Business was to Amend 
Drug Testing Policy to Remove Hair Follicle Testing

Winnebago Membership Elect 5 Tribal Council Members, 
Victoria Kitcheyan in as Chairwoman

Winonah Leader Charge  

W I N N E B A G O ,  N E — O n 
Wednesday, October 7th at 
10:00 a.m. Lorelei Hope DeC-
ora,  Vic tor ia  Ki tcheyan, 
Brian Chamberlain, Rona 
Stealer, and Thelma White-
water took their oath of of-
fice one day after the Win-
nebago Tribal Council Regu-
lar Election. The ceremony 
took place at the Blackhawk 
Center Gymnasium in Win-
nebago. 

Due to safety concerns 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 
the swearing in ceremony 
was closed to the general 
public. The Winnebago Com-
munications Department 
was able to film the Swearing 

in Ceremony for all tribal mem-
bers to view. The Swearing in 
Ceremony can be viewed on 
the Winnebago Tribe of Ne-
braska’s YouTube Channel 
and Facebook page. 

The  Winnebago  T r iba l 
Council Regular Elections 
Results:

DeCora received 296 votes 
or 21.43% of the vote.

Kitcheyan received 278 
votes or 20.13% of the vote. 

Chamberlain received 247 
votes or 17.89% of the vote.

Stealer received 180 votes 
or 13.03% of the vote. 

Whitewater received 140 
votes or 10.14% of the vote. 

Elections are held every 
October. The Tribal Council 
consists of a Chairman, a 

Vice Chairman, a Secretary, 
a Treasurer and fiv e other 
members. All council mem-
bers are elected by tribal 
members for a three-year 
term while officers are ap-
pointed for a one-year term 
from within the council. 

Kitcheyan in a 5-4 vote has 
been appointed the newly 
elected Chairwoman of the 
Winnebago Tribe of Nebras-
ka. Chamberlian in a 5-4 
vote is the newly elected Vice 
Chairman. Stealer on the 
vote of acclamation is the 
newly elected Treasurer, and 
DeCora in a 6-3 vote is the 
newly elected Secretary. 

K i tcheyan thanked a l l 
those who supported the new 
officers and all the nominees. 

Winonah Leader Charge  

W I N N E B A G O ,  N E — O n 
Wednesday, October 7th, tribal 
council held a special meeting 
to address the Winnebago Tribe 
of Nebraska’s ‘Tribal Council 
Mandatory Drug and Alcohol 
Test’ policy. Specifically, on 
the sections for hair follicle 
testing. Newly appointed tribal 
chairwoman Victoria Kitcheyan 
who has been “adamantly op-
posed” to the follicle testing 
procedure, mentioned she was 
removed from the council be-
cause of her opposition to the 
hair requirement. Although, she 
is not opposed to drug and alco-
hol testing. “I think that there's 

room for other methods. There's 
room for other culturally appro-
priate methods that would get 
the same objective and result to 
maintain a drug and alcohol-free 
tribal council" said Kitcheyan.

Kitcheyan opened the floor for 
comments and discussion. Each 
tribal council member shared 
their thoughts about the hair 
sample requirement. Lorelei 
Hope Decora made the motion 
to amend the Winnebago Tribe of 
Nebraska’s ‘Tribal Council Man-
datory Drug and Alcohol Test’ 
policy; specifically, the  hair 
follicle sampling. In addition, to 
tribal council members signing 
HIPAA forms.

In a close 5-4 vote, the tribal 

council approved a resolution to 
remove the hair follicle sample 
requirement from policy. It has 
been replaced with urine analy-
sis testing. Under the revised 
resolution each tribal council 
member will sign a HIPAA pri-
vacy authorization form before 
submitting to a urine sample 
drug test. These results will only 
be available to the tribal council 
members. 

The Winnebago Communi-
cations Department and Win-
nebago Indian News were able 
to film the special meeting for 
all tribal members to view.  
It can be viewed on the Win-
nebago Tribe of Nebraska’s You-
Tube Channel and Facebook 
page.

Monday (10/12) was celebrated with 
an important message from the late 
Frank LaMere, photo courtesy of Jennifer 
LaMere.

On behalf of the Winnebago Tribe, we 
would like to send a special THANK YOU 
to the Atlas of Winnebago team for all of 
your hard work and continued efforts in 
providing to our community and families 
in need! Your dedication is very appreci-
ated.

The Winnebago Roads Department began 
making way for the new projector instal-
lation site on October 8th. This projector 
will be located south of the fi rehall, and 
more information will be available soon.

Winnebago’s very own David Wingett 
is utilizing his platform to shine light on 
Indigenous Peoples’ day. His intent is 
to help encourage others to study our 
culture and history.

Congratulations to our Winnebago 
Comprehensive Healthcare System CEO, 
Danelle Smith! She received a Great 
Plains Area 2020 Local Impact Award 
from the National Indian Health Board’s 
2020 Outstanding Service Awards. 

The Winnebago Pandemic Taskforce is 
producing COVID-19 response videos. 
Topics include health, education, food, 
and “how to.” Here is Mona and Angie 
teaching viewers how to make hand 
sanitizer.

The 2nd roundabout construction site is 
looking better and better, lots of progress 
has been made and here is an updated 
look at that progress!
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TRIBAL COUNCIL MINUTES
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LAND SALES:
Devona Thomas 
Karl Baker motioned to adopt resolu-

tion #20-188: Re: Authorizing Request 
for and Approving Withdrawal of ILCA 
Land Purchase Funds Held in Trust 
by OST to Purchase On-Reservation 
Trust or Restricted Interests – Devona 
Thomas $19,523.00.  Thelma Whitewa-
ter seconded.

VOTE: (6) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

Melton Frenchman 
Lorelei DeCora motioned to adopt 

resolution #20-189: Re: Authorizing 
Request for and Approving Withdrawal 
of ILCA Land Purchase Funds Held in 
Trust by OST to Purchase On-Reser-
vation Trust or Restricted Interests 
–Melton Frenchman$20,994.17.  John 
Snowball seconded.

VOTE: (6) yes (0) no(0) abstain M o -
tion carried.

Warren Rave 
Aric Armell motioned to adopt 

resolution #20-190: Re: Authorizing 
Request for and Approving Withdrawal 
of ILCA Land Purchase Funds Held in 
Trust by OST to Purchase On-Reserva-
tion Trust or Restricted Interests –War-
ren Rave $94.93.  Karl Baker seconded.

VOTE: (6) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

Marilyn Blackhawk 
Thelma Whitewater motioned to 

adopt resolution #20-191: Re: Autho-
rizing Request for and Approving With-
drawal of ILCA Land Purchase Funds 
Held in Trust by OST to Purchase On-
Reservation Trust or Restricted Inter-
ests – Marilyn Blackhawk $3,000.00.  
Aric Armell seconded.

VOTE: (6) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.Jimmy Ebel 

Karl Baker motioned to adopt resolu-
tion #20-192: Re: Authorizing Request 
for and Approving Withdrawal of ILCA 
Land Purchase Funds Held in Trust by 
OST to Purchase On-Reservation Trust 
or Restricted Interests – Jimmy Ebel 
$5,515.80.  Thelma Whitewater.  VOTE: 
(6) yes (0) no (0) abstain 

Motion carried.
Eloise Snoozy 
Aric Armell motioned to adopt resolu-

tion #20-193: Re: Authorizing Request 
for and Approving Withdrawal of ILCA 
Land Purchase Funds Held in Trust by 
OST to Purchase On-Reservation Trust 
or Restricted Interests – Eloise Snoozy 
$233.39.  Karl Baker seconded.

VOTE:  (6) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

LAND FOR SALE AG AND TIMBER:
OWNER- Barry Fiscus, 30 acres of 

tillable and 10 acres for timber.
Aric Armell motioned to table until 

the next meeting for appraisal to be 
completed.  Roland Warner seconded.

VOTE:  (6) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

ADDED ITEM:
Tribal Farm – Well at the Ranch
John Snowball motion to approve 

and move forward with the well for the 
Ranch.

Lorelei DeCora seconded.
OBJECT: RW
Lorelei withdraws second. Motion 

failed due to no second to support.
SUSPEND THE RULES:
Lorelei DeCora motioned to suspend 

the rules to add on a Land Exchange.  
Thelma Whitewater seconded.

VOTE:  (6) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

ELMER BAKER LAND EXCHANGE:
Aric Armell motioned to adopt 

resolution #20-194: Ref: Elmer Baker 
Land Exchange.  Thelma Whitewater 
seconded.

VOTE:  (6) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

ADJOURN:  
Aric Armell motioned to adjourn.  

Thelma Whitewater seconded.
VOTE:  (6) yes (0) no (0) abstain 

Motion carried.
Chairman Brown adjourned the 

meeting at 1:57 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Teresa Littlegeorge, Executive As-

sistant
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
CONCUR:
Thelma Whitewater, Secretary
Winnebago Tribal Coucnil

 WINNEBAGO TRIBE OF NEBRASKA
GENERAL COUNSEL MEETING

September 16, 2020

TRIBAL COUNCIL PRESENT: 
Coly Brown
John Snowball 
Roland Warner
Thelma Whitewater 
Louis LaRose 
Karl Baker
Lorelei DeCora
Brian Chamberlain
Aric Armell
OTHERS PRESENT:
Roz Koob
Esther Mercer
Teresa Littlegeorge
Brandon Stout
Erika Dunn

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman 
Brown called the meeting to order at 
10:05 a.m.

OPENING PRAYER:  Lorelei DeCora 
offered the opening prayer.

APRPOVE AGENDA:
Aric Armell motioned to approve the 

agenda.  Thelma Whitewater seconded.
OBJECT: Brian Chamberlain
VOTE: (6) yes, AA, LLR, TW, KB, JSB, 

RW (0) no (2) Abstain, BC, LD   Motion 
carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Roland Warner motioned to go into 

Executive Session at 10:11 a.m.  
Thelma Whitewater seconded.
OBJECT: Brian Chamberlain
VOTE: (7) yes, TW, JSB, AA, LLR, KB, 

RW, LD    (1) no, BC (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

Karl Baker motioned to come out 
Executive Session at 11:27 a.m.  Roland 
Warner seconded.

VOTE: (8) yes  (0) no  (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

 AMICUS BRIEF:
John Snowball motioned to approve 

the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska to sign 
on the amicus brief for the next phase 
of the DAPL Litigation.  Karl Baker 
seconded.

VOTE: (8) yes  (0) no  (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

ADJOURN: 
Brian Chamberlain motioned to ad-

journ.  Lorelei DeCora seconded.
VOTE: (8) yes  (0) no  (0) abstain 

Motion carried.
Chairman Brown adjourned the 

meeting at 11:38 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Teresa Littlegeorge, Executive As-

sistant
CONCUR:
Thelma Whitewater, Secretary
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska

 WINNEBAGO TRIBE OF NEBRASKA
MID-MONTHLY TRIBAL COUNCIL 

MEETING
September 21, 2020 via GoTo 

meeting

TRIBAL COUNCIL PRESENT: 
COLY BROWN 
JOHN SNOWBALL
ROLAND WARNER
THELMA WHITEWATER 
LORELEI DECORA
KARL BAKER
LOUIS LAROSE 
BRIAN CHAMBERLAIN
ARIC ARMELL
OTHERS PRESENT:
JARALYN BEAR 
JOY JOHNSON
KEELY PURCSELL  
MAXINE RICE
RON NOHR 
LANCE MORGAN
LINAE BIGFIRE  
ROZ KOOB
TINA TASSLER 
ISAAC SMITH
IRETA BLACKBIRD  
WALLY EARTH
GARAN COONS  
ESTHER MERCER
DULCIE GREENE  
DOREEN MIERA
ALAN POST 
AARON LAPOINTE
BRANDON STOUT 
MATT MAY
ERICKA DUNN 
CHIARA CONOYER
CHERI REDHORN  
BARBARA EAGLE
JOY LONG 
TERESA LITTLEGEORGE

TIFFANY ARMELL- BUCHANAN
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman 

Brown called the meeting to order at 
5:03 p.m.

OPENING PRAYER:  Karl Baker of-
fered the opening prayer.

APPROVE AGENDA:
Added items: fi ve vacancies = fi ve 

votes, Removal 2 HCI Board of Directors
Karl Baker motioned to approve the 

amended agenda.  Thelma Whitewater 
seconded.

OBJECT:  John Snowball
VOTE:  (4) yes, KB, TW, AA, BC  (4) 

no, RW, LLR, LD, JSB (0) abstain
Chairman votes no to break the tie.  
Motion failed.
John Snowball motioned to approve 

the agenda as presented.  
Brian Chamberlain seconded.
Discussion.
VOTE: (5) yes, KB, AA, RW, JSB, TW  

(3) no, BC, LD, LLR  (0) abstain  Motion 
carried.

READING OF THE MINUTES:
August 25, 2020 Special Tribal Coun-

cil meeting minutes – Casino Operations
Roland Warner motioned to approve 

the August 25, 2020 Special Tribal 
Council meeting minutes-Casino Opera-
tions.  Aric Armell seconded.

OBJECT: Brian Chamberlain
VOTE: (7) yes (0) no (1) abstain 

Motion carried.
September 9, 2020 Regular Tribal 

Council meeting minutes
Aric Armell motioned to approve the 

September 9, 2020 Regular Tribal Coun-
cil meeting minutes.  Roland Warner 
seconded.

VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

September 10, 2020 CEO Report 
meeting minutes

Roland Warner motioned to approve 
the September 10, 2020 CEO Report 
meeting minutes.  Aric Armell seconded.

VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

September 11, 2020 HCI Sharehold-
ers meeting minutes

Roland Warner motioned to approve 
the minutes for September 11, 2020 HCI 
Shareholders meeting minutes.  Aric 
Armell seconded.

OBJECT: Brian Chamberlain (should 
not be approved by Tribal Council)

VOTE: (5) yes, TW, KB, AA, JSB, RW   
(3) no, LD, LLR, BC   (0) abstain  Mo-
tion carried.

September 15, 2020 Monthly Land 
meeting minutes

Roland Warner motioned to approve 
the September 15, 2020 Monthly Land 
meeting minutes.  Thelma Whitewater 
seconded.

VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

September 16, 2020 General Counsel 
meeting minutes

Aric Armell motioned to approve the 
September 16, 2020 General Counsel 
meeting minutes.  Roland Warner sec-
onded.

VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

RATIFY FIVE SIGNATURES:
Adopt resolution #20-181: FY20 U.S. 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Hocak 
Grammer Research and Video Project, 
Phase 1

Lorelei DeCora motioned to ratify 
the fi ve signature adopting resolution 
#20-181: FY20 U.S. Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) Hocak Grammer Research 
and Video Project, Phase 1.  Thelma 
Whitewater seconded.

VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

Adopt resolution #20-181A: FY20 
Hocak Language Academy (HLA) Project, 
Phase 1

Thelma Whitewater motioned to ratify 
the fi ve signature adopting resolution 
20181A: FY20 Hocak Language Acad-
emy (HLA) Project, Phase 1.  Karl Baker 
seconded.

VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

Adopt resolution #20-195: Authori-
zation to Identify Winnebago Tribe of 
Nebraska as a Supporter of the Amicus 
Brief

Aric Armell motioned to ratify the fi ve 
signature adopting resolution #20-195: 
Authorization to Identify Winnebago 
Tribe of Nebraska as a Supporter of 
the Amicus Brief.  Thelma Whitewater 
seconded.

VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:
Winnebago Injury Prevention Pro-

gram, Tribal Injury Prevention Coopera-
tive Agreement Program (TIPCAP)

 Roland Warner motioned to adopt 
resolution #20-196: Winnebago Injury 
Prevention Program, Tribal Injury Pre-
vention Cooperative Agreement Pro-
gram (TIPCAP).  

Aric Armell seconded.
VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 

Motion carried.
BIA Funds for Procurement of Wild-

land Firefi ghting personal Protective 
Gear and Training for Wildland Fire-
fi ghting 

Aric Armell motioned to adopt 
resolution #20-197: BIA Funds for 
Procurement of Wildland Firefi ghting 
personal Protective Gear and Training 
for Wildland Firefi ghting.

Karl Baker seconded.
VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 

Motion carried.
P.L. 102-477 Plan Renewal for FY 

21-23
Karl Baker motioned to adopt resolu-

tion #20-198: Social Services Program 
Integrated P.L. 102-477 Plan for Re-
newal.  John Snowball seconded.

Discussion: Lorelei DeCora stated, 
after talking with Tribal members about 
our Human Services Program, I believe 
we should do an overall Evaluation of 
the Human Services Program.  Our 
hospital has "Patient Satisfaction Sur-
veys" and I think our Human Services 
Program should have "Client Satisfac-
tion Surveys".  Chairman Brown stated 
the Tribal did have an Evaluation done 
and he will see that Lorelei gets a copy. 
He stated we can work with our CEO 
and discuss this further.

VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

Weight Limit for BIA Route 17
More information will be put to-

gether to have ready at the Treasurers 
Report meeting on September 29, 2020.  
No action taken at this time.

OLD BUSINESS: none.
TRIBAL COUNCIL ITEMS:
Tribal Member request for referral 

– W. Earth
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Thelma Whitewater motioned to go 

into Executive Session.  
Karl Baker seconded.
Discussion: John Snowball will ex-

cuse himself 6:24 p.m. due to family 
relations.  Aric Armell will excuse him-
self at 6:24 p.m. due to family relations

VOTE: (6) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

Brian Chamberlain motioned to 
come out of Executive Session at 7:13 
p.m.  Thelma Whitewater seconded.

VOTE: (6) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

Brian Chamberlain motioned to 
authorize the Chairman to authorize 
the General Counsel to take all actions 
necessary to assist with the W. Earth 
request.  Louis LaRose seconded.

OBJECT: Roland Warner
VOTE: (5) yes, TW, KB, LLR, BC, LD   

(1) no, RW  (0) abstain M o -
tion carried.

ADJOURN:
Brian Chamberlain motioned to ad-

journ at 7:18 p.m.  Thelma Whitewater 
seconded.

VOTE: (6) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

Chairman Brown adjourned the 
meeting at 7:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Teresa Littlegeorge, Executive As-

sistant
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
CONCUR:
Thelma Whitewater, Secretary
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska

WINNEBAGO TRIBE OF NEBRAS-
KA

EMERGENCY SPECIAL TRIBAL 
COUNCIL MEETING

ENROLLMENT
September 25, 2020

TRIBAL COUNCIL PRES-
ENT: 
Coly Brown
John Snowball 
Thelma Whitewater
Karl Baker
Louis LaRose
Lorelei DeCora
Aric Armell
Roland Warner  
OTHERS PRESENT:
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Pastor Ricky Jacob

JESUS OUR SAVIOR 
LUTHERAN OUTREACH

"Our heart is restless"

Near the very beginning of his Con-
fessions, Augustine writes these famous 
words regarding one's relationship with 
his/her Creator: "Nevertheless, to praise 
you is the desire of man, a little piece 
of your creation. You stir man to take 
pleasure in praising you, because you 
have made us for yourself, and our 
heart is restless until it rests in you" 
[Augustine, Confessions, 1.1.].

I have observed that there are many 
restless hearts in our community, in 
our land and throughout the world. This 
year has been anything but normal. We 
have been tested by God from the start 
of the year and it appears we will con-
tinue to be tested for some time coming.

The evil one does not test but rather 
tempts. The evil one tempts us to turn 
on those around us when life does not 
go our way. The evil one would also have 
us turn on our Creator. It is apparent 
that our Creator is allowing these things 
to happen to you, to your family, and 
to our friends. It is either that or He is 
powerless to ease to end these trials and 
temptations. 

Where should one turn at times like 
these? I suggest that we turn to the son 
of our Creator, to Jesus. Jesus gives 
this invitation to those whose hearts 
are restless. [Jesus said]: “Come to me, 

all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will fi nd rest for your souls" [Matthew 
11:28–29 (NIV84)]."

William C. Dix (1837-98) put some 
of Jesus' words into song:

"Come unto Me, ye fainting, 
And I will give you life."
O cheering voice of Jesus, 
Which comes to aid our strife!
The foe is stern and eager, 
The fi ght is fi erce and long;
But Thou hast made us mighty 
And stronger than the strong.
Once again Jesus offers to his dis-

ciples, and to us too, what He alone 
can and does offer. [Jesus said]: "Peace 
I leave with you; my peace I give you. 
I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and 
do not be afraid" [John 14:27 (NIV84)].

I close with the words of William C. 
Dix in his song entitled, "Come Unto 
Me, Ye Weary."

Come unto Me, ye weary, 
And I will give you rest.
"O blessed voice of Jesus, 
Which comes to hearts oppressed!
It tells of benediction, 
Of pardon, grace and peace,
Of joy that hath no ending, 
Of love that cannot cease.

Fall’s Red Leaves
Glorious golds are fall’s main col-

ors in our region, helping to foster 
appreciation for autumn reds, which 
tend to be rarer. Instead of adding 
the over-utilized ‘Red Sunset’ and 
‘Autumn Blaze’ maples to your land-
scape, diversify the neighborhood 
and community by choosing from 
fall’s red leafed trees that are not 
maples. When a variety or species is 
overplanted, it makes way for certain 
insects and/or diseases to run ram-
pant, much like emerald ash borer 
is for ash trees and pine wilt in pine 
trees. Some ideas for fall red-leafed 
trees include:

Pagoda Dogwood, Cornus alter-
nifolia

This small tree is great for urban 
landscapes, reaching just 20 feet in 
height with a similar spread. Fall 
color is reddish, mixed with some 
purple. 

Sweetgum, Liquidambar sty-
racifl ua

Fall color in the sweetgum is gor-
geous shades of red, gold, and purple. 
This tree can reach a height of 45 feet 
and a width of 30 feet. The fruit of the 
sweetgum is not for the faint-hearted, 
producing spiny 1-inch balls that are 
not fun to step on in bare feet when 
getting the Sunday paper from the 
front stoop. Trees should be planted 
well away from paved surfaces to get 
around this issue. 

Black Tupelo, Nyssa sylvatica
Black Tupelo, also known as 

black gum, should be transplanted 
as a small tree, due to its reputation 
for being diffi cult to establish when 
planted as a large tree. Trees can 
reach 40 feet in height at maturity 
and fall color is a mix of yellow, orange 
and red.

Shumard Oak, Quercus shu-
mardii

While closely related to the pin oak, 
this lovely upright oak does not have 
issues with high pH soils as pin oak 
does. Shumard oak grows to 40 feet, 
with a similar spread. Fall color is 
russet-red to red.

Sassafras, Sassafras albidum
One of the best native trees for 

fall color, the sassafras has mitten-
shaped leaves in fall colors of yellow to 
orange and red to purple. Tree height 
ranges from 30-50 feet. Like the black 
tupelo, the sassafras should be trans-
planted as a small tree to establish 
successfully.

Shrubs 
Don’t forget red colors can be 

added to landscapes in the form of 
shrubs.  The burning bush (Euony-
mus alatus), black chokeberry (Aronia 
melanocarpa), Firedance™ dogwood 
(Cornus sericea ‘Bailadeline’), Au-
tumn Inferno™ cotoneaster (Coto-
neaster ‘Bronfi re’), dwarf fothergilla 
(Fothergilla gardenii), Jetstream™ 
oakleaf hydrangea (Hydrangea quer-
cifolia), and many varieties of vibur-
num are excellent additions for fall’s 
red colors. 

Garden Update
By Kathleen Cue, Nebraska Extension Horticulture Educator

Tuesday, October 13, 2020

(Winnebago, NE) – Archbishop George 
Lucas and Rev. Mark Beran, with com-
munity leaders, will break ground on 
a new school building at St. Augustine 
Indian Mission on Monday, October 19, 
2020 at 10:00 AM.  Slated to open in the 
fall of 2022, the new 33,000 square foot 
building, designed by Plan Architecture, 
will be located south of the existing 
school building on the St. Augustine 
Mission campus.  HCI Construction is 
serving as general contractor.

The new building will replace the ag-
ing St. Augustine Indian Mission school 
- the only Catholic school in the Arch-
diocese of Omaha created to serve Native 
American students. The school marks its 
111th anniversary on November 1. 

“Education in a faith-based, Native 
American cultural environment is key 
to building a brighter future for our stu-
dents, improving life on the Omaha and 
Winnebago Reservations,” Beran said. 

 Beran said the existing 53-year-
old building was not designed as a 
school, but was originally built as an 
auditorium, gym and warehouse space 
for the community.  The building has 
a range of problems, he said, includ-
ing the structural troubles. An archi-
tectural evaluation revealed the school 
is safe for the short term – fi ve to seven 
years. 

An outdated electrical system, for 

example, hinders full use of comput-
ers and other technology; noisy heating 
and cooling systems make it tough for 
students to hear teachers; humidity and 
poor air circulation cause mold; pillars 
in classrooms block students’ views of 
teachers; and multiple entries create 
security concerns. 

The school also lacks a cafeteria, re-
quiring students to walk to the nearby 
church basement for lunch. 

The new school will include nine class-
rooms for grades kindergarten through 
eighth, along with a gym, cafeteria, 
commons area, media center and rooms 
for art and music. The larger school will 
eliminate the need for portable class-
rooms now in use. 

St. Katharine Drexel and the Sisters 
of the Blessed Sacrament founded the 
school in 1909. 

“Our 111th Anniversary gives the 
Mission an opportunity to remember 
what St. Katharine Drexel started, the 
students whose lives have been touched 
over the years, and to thank God for 
all the staff, teachers, religious sisters 
and benefactors who have made it pos-
sible,” Beran said. 

For additional information please 
contact St. Augustine Indian Mission.

Media Contact
Rev. Mark Beran, Director
mtberan@archomaha.org
Offi ce: 402-878-2402
Cell: 402-369-0907

St. Augustine Indian Mission Breaks Ground 
for New School

V i s i t a -
tion for Kathy 
(Gesch) Reeves 
will be held on 
Friday, Octo-
ber 16, 2020, 
from 5:00 p.m. 
– 7:00 p.m. at 
the Nelson-
Bauer Funeral 

Home in Holdrege, Nebraska.  
     Funeral Services will be held on 

Saturday, October 17, 2020 at 11:00 
a.m. at the Mohr & Becker-Hunt 
Funeral Home in South Sioux City, 
Nebraska.  Interment will follow at 
the Omaha Valley Cemetery in rural 
Homer, Nebraska.  

     Due to health concerns, regard-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic; current 
CDC and Nebraska Department of 
Health and Human Services guide-
lines for Faith-Based Services will be 
followed. The Reeves family sincerely 
encourages each person to make their 
decision whether to attend Kathy’s 
visitation and services based on the 
best interest of your health, and that 
of your community.  

     Kathy June (Gesch) Reeves, 65 
years of age, of Lexington, Nebraska, 
passed away on Monday, October 
12, 2020 at Kearney Regional Health 
Center in Kearney, Nebraska.  Kathy 
was born on January 19, 1955, 
in Pender, Nebraska, the eldest of 
three children, to William “Bill” and 
Bernice (Nieman) Gesch. Kathy was 
baptized at the Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Walthill, Nebraska on July 
10, 1955.  She received her educa-
tion from Winnebago Public Schools, 
and graduated with the class of 1973.      
     Kathy blessed with four sons:  Royce, 
Remus, Justin, Dustin, and grandson, 
Jordan.  The family made their home 
in Lexington, where Kathy was em-
ployed for Tyson Foods in Lexington 
for 44 years Kathy enjoyed her family 
and pets.  

   Kathy was preceded in death by her 
father, Bill Gesch; and brother, Vaughn 
Gesch in January 2020.  

   Kathy leaves to celebrate her life; 
her four sons:  Royce Whitebear and 
his wife, Mary Ann of rural Holdrege; 
Remus Gesch of Lexington; Justin 
Hudson of Grand Island, Nebraska; 
and Dustin Reeves and his wife, Blue 
Jean of Amarillo, Texas; grandson she 
raised as a son, Jordan Hudson of Lex-
ington; 21 grandchildren; her mother, 
Bernice Gesch of Amarillo; sister, Cindy 
Wilburn of Amarillo; along with many 
nieces, nephews, extended family, and 
friends.     

   A memorial has been estab-
lished in Kathy’s honor, and kindly 
suggested to the family for later 
designation.

    Expressions of caring and 
kindness can be sent to the family 
at www.nelsonbauerfh.com or www.
meyerbroschapels.com 

    The Nelson-Bauer Funeral 
Home in Holdrege and the Mohr & 
Becker-Hunt Funeral Home in South 
Sioux City are assisting the family.  

In Loving Memory...

Kathy Reeves

CELEBRATING HALLOWEEN IN A 
SAFE NEW WAY

With Halloween happening during the COVID-19 pandemic, we have to take 
extra precautions this year. Avoid crowds, wear a mask – the safe kind, wash 
your hands, maintain a physical distance from others and stay away from in-
door parties.

If you are sick, stay home and don’t prepare or hand out treats!  Also consider 
not participating in activities if you are an older adult, have underlying health 
conditions, or at a higher risk for COVID-19.

Trick-or-Treating 
- Keep trick-or-treat groups to 8 people or less.
- Avoid clustering at doorsteps or anywhere else.
- Remain 6 feet apart from people not in your group.
- Masks should be worn by anyone trick or treating.
- Use hand sanitizer while out.
- Wash your hands when you return home!
- Wait to eat candy once home.
- Focus on safety fi rst. Only visit the neighbors that  have safety measures 

in place!
Trunk-or-Treat
- Consider a drive thru Trunk-or-Treat event.
- Consider a timed ticketed event.
- Masks should be worn by anyone at the event.
- Avoid large groups or clustering anywhere—keep groups to no larger than 8.
- Don’t eat candy during the event.
- Use hand sanitizer while trunking and wash your hands when you return 

home!
Organized Neighborhood Halloween Activities
- Homeowners toss candy from 6 feet away as costumed kids walk safely up 

and down sidewalks.
- Neighbors set-up curbside with treats as parents drive up with their trick-

or-treaters.
- Trick-or-Treat in reverse, as kids in costumes stand in front of their houses 

and treat bags are provided.
- Neighborhood hosts a costume parade with a predetermined route marked 

to maintain safe distances between participants. Stay safe with sanitizing sta-
tions and 6ft sidewalk stickers/tape.

Pumpkin Patch       
- Wear a mask.
- Sanitize hands before and after touching pumpkins.
- Skip the hayride with strangers.
- Avoid screamers or keep your distance even more.  
- If it becomes too crowded, visit a different time.
Halloween Parties
- Choose outdoor gatherings of 8 people or less.
Haunted Houses 
- This is extra risky with screaming and being indoors.  Wear a mask at all 

times!!
- Keep 6 feet distance---even when waiting in line. 
HANDING OUT TREATS? 
- Wear a mask. 
- Wash your hands before touching treats 
- Use hand sanitizer throughout the activity. 
- Put the treats in prepackaged bags.  
- Hand out treats. Don’t allow kids to reach 
  into treat bowl.
- Get creative with physical distancing... stay 
  on porch and use a PVC chute
- Mark 6-foot lines in front of home leading 
  to treat spot to prevent bunching of kids.

Resources: American Academy of Pediatrics Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention Your Local Epidemiologist Halloween Costume Assoc
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Esther Mercer
Cheri Redhorn
Chris Agee
Cecelia Earth
Angie Walker
Garan Coons
Tyresha Wolfe
Teresa Littlegeorge
Brandon Stout
TRIBAL COUCNIL ABSENT: 
Brian Chamberlain

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman 
Brown called the meeting to order 
at 2:07 P.M.

OPENING PRAYER:  John Snow-
ball offered the opening prayer.

APPROVE AGENDA:
Approve Election Adoption Ballot
Thelma Whitewater motioned to 

approve the agenda.  Aric Armell 
seconded.

Discussion:
John Snowball feels rushed and 

should not move forward and slow 
down.

Lorelei DeCora comments that 
these are our children.

Roland Warner reads the Consti-
tution and the Tribal Code.

Thelma Whitewater withdraws her 
motion.

Aric Armell withdraws seconded.
Lorelei DeCora motioned to ap-

prove the agenda.  Louis LaRose 
seconded.

OBJECT: TW, KB
VOTE: (2) yes, LD, LLR     (5) no, 

KB, TW, JSB, AA, RW     (0) abstain       
Motion failed.

John Snowball motioned to ap-
prove the agenda removing Enroll-
ment Adoption Applicants and add 
guidelines and deadlines for ap-
proval.  Aric Armell seconded.

OBJECT: LL, LLR
VOTE:  (4) yes, AA, TW, JSB, RW  

(3) no, LD, LLR (1) abstain, KB
Motion carried.
Discussion regarding the process 

of Enrollment.
Further discussion:  Guidelines, 

conditional disenrollment, deadlines.
Chairman Brown calls for a Spe-

cial Meeting with Enrollment October 
15, 2020 at 10:30 a.m.

Chairman Brown Adjourns at 
3:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Teresa Littlegeorge, 
Executive Assistant
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
CONCUR:
Thelma Whitewater, Secretary
Winnebago Tribal Council

 WINNEBAGO TRIBE OF NEBRASKA
TREASURER’S REPORT MEETING

September 29, 2020 via GoTo 
Meeting

TRIBAL COUNCIL PRESENT: 
Coly Brown
John Snowball 
Roland Warner 
Thelma Whitewater
Karl Baker
Aric Armell
Louis LaRose
Brian Chamberlain
Lorelei DeCora
OTHERS PRESENT:
Alan Post  
Kim Sulsberger
Mayan Beltran  
Ireta Blackbird
Mike Means  
Cece Earth
Ron Nohr  
Erika Dunn
Esther Mercer  
Tyresha Wolfe
Damon Payer 
Teresa Littlegeorge
Danae Vargas 
Chris Tyhurst 
Lance Morgan 
Mike Dierlam
Brandon Stout 
Kellie Snow
Joy Long 
Tony Wood
Travis Mallory 
Shelly Bear
Keely Purscell 
Barbara Eagle
Claudine Cohen 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman 
Brown called to order at 9:04 a.m.

OPENING PRAYER:  Roland Warner 
offered the opening prayer.

APPROVE AGENDA:
Additions: Data Entry Specialist 

and Revised Org Chart for Enrollment, 
CEO Evaluation, Hiring Freeze, Higher 
Education Funds, Leave Buyback, BIA 
Rd. 17.

Roland Warner motioned to approve 
the agenda as amended.  Aric Armell 
seconded.

VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

DATA ENTRY SPECIALIST FOR EN-
ROLLMENT

Roland Warner motioned to approve 
the Data Entry Specialist Job Descrip-
tion and  revised organization chart.  
Aric Armell seconded.

VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

CEO EVALUATION
Roland Warner motioned to approve 

the CEO for a 10% merit increase retro 
back to Dec 2019 to current date and 
approve the 25% bonus for the year.  
Lorelei DeCora seconded.

Discussion:  Thelma questioned if 
there is a cap on the increases.  Chair-
man Brown states there is no cap.

VOTE: (4) yes, BC, RW, LLR, LD   (0) 
no (4) abstain, AA, TW, KB, J S B    
Motion carried.

HIRING FREEZE
Roland Warner motioned to lift the 

Hiring Freeze effective October 1, 2020.  
Brian Chamberlain seconded.

VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDING – 
Moving to Appropriation approvals

PAID TIME OFF CASHOUT POLICY
Roland Warner motioned to lift the 

suspension of the Paid Time off Cashout 
Policy.  Brian Chamberlain seconded.

VOTE: (8) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

[Louis LaRose out 10:06 a.m.]
BIA RD. 17
Karl Baker motioned to move for-

ward with contract modifi cations for 
Knife River to extend BIA Rd. 17 B not 
to exceed $734,000.  Roland Warner 
seconded.

VOTE: (6) LD, KB, RW, BC, JSB, AA 
(1) no, TW (0) abstain Motion carried.

WCHS FINANCIAL REPORT:
Billing & Collections
Lorelei DeCora motioned to accept the 

Winnebago Comprehensive Healthcare 
System August Financial Report.  Brian 
Chamberlain seconded.

VOTE: (7) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

WINNAVEGAS REPORT:
AUGUST 2020 FINANCIAL REPORT
Aric Armell motioned to approve the 

WinnaVegas August 2020 Financial Re-
port.  Roland Warner seconded.

VOTE: (7) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried

ACTION ITEM: REQUEST FROM 
THE MARKETING DEPARTMENT, RE: 
$60,000 THURSDAY TREATS

Mayan requested to cancel this re-
quest for approval.

ACTION ITEM: REQUEST FROM 
THE MARKETING DEPARTMENT, RE: 
$31,000 STIMULUS CASH GIVEAWAY

Thelma Whitewater motioned to ap-
prove the request from the WinnaVegas 
Marketing Department, Re: $31,000 
Stimulus Cash Giveaway.  Karl Baker 
seconded. 

VOTE:  (7) yes (0) no (0) ab-
stain Motion carried.

Request from the Marketing Depart-
ment, Re: Wirth Entertainment: Maver-
icks Friday, May 2020 @ a cost of $35, 
500 (country group).

Thelma Whitewater motioned to ap-
prove the request from WinnaVegas 
Marketing Department, Re: Wirth Enter-
tainment: Mavericks Friday, May 2020 @ 
a cost of $35,500.  Karl Baker seconded.

VOTE: (7) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

GAMING COMMISSION:
Thelma Whitewater motioned to ap-

prove the Winnebago Gaming Commis-
sion August 2020 Financial Report.  Aric 
Armell seconded.

Brian Chamberlain abstains.

VOTE:  (6) yes (0) no (1) abstain, BC 
Motion carried.

TRIBAL CFO REPORT:
2019 TRIBE-WIDE AUDITED RE-

PORT
Chris Tyhurst and Mike Dierlam 

present the REDW Auditors Report for 
the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska.

AUGUST 2020 FINANCIAL REPORT
Roland Warner motioned to approve 

the Tribal CFO August 2020 Financial 
Report.  Aric Armell seconded.

VOTE: (7) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

COVID-19 BUDGET REPOR T/
CARES ACT PROJECTS: Update, no 
action taken

REVISED POLICY; COVID-19 RE-
LATED EMPLOYMENT STATUS FOR 
TRIBAL GOVERNMENT POSITIONS

Roland Warner motioned to accept 
the revised Policy Changes for the CO-
VID-19 Related Employment Status 
for Tribal Government Positions.  Karl 
Baker seconded. 

VOTE: (7) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

RESOLUTION – LIMITED WAIVER 
OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY

Thelma Whitewater motioned to 
adopt resolution #20-199: Limited 
Waiver of Sovereign Immunity.  Roland 
Warner seconded.

VOTE: (7) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

RESOLUTION – SPONSORSHIP IN 
THE HEATH PLAN

Aric Armell motion to adopt reso-
lution #20-200: Sponsorship in the 
Health Plan.  Lorelei DeCora seconded.

VOTE: (7) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

2021 APPROPRIATIONS BUDGET
Roland Warner motioned to approve 

proposed 2021 Appropriation budget 
recommendations with additional 
$75,000 to the Education Department.  
Aric Armell seconded.

DISCUSSION:  Roland Warner re-
quested to have a defi nite date from the 
WGDC Board members on when they 
will be meeting.

ABSTAIN:  Brian Chamberlain 
VOTE: (6) yes, KB, JSB, AA, RW, 

LD, TW (0) no (1) abstain, BC Motion 
carried.

Brian Chamberlain motioned to ad-
journ.  Thelma Whitewater seconded.

DISCUSSION:  Roland Warner  ac-
knowledges Alan Post, Esther Mercer 
and the fi nance staff for all their hard 
work during this Pandemic.

VOTE: (7) yes (0) no (0) abstain 
Motion carried.

Chairman Brown adjourned the 
meeting at 12:02 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Teresa Littlegeorge, 
Executive Assistant
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
CONCUR:
Thelma Whitewater, Secretary
Winnebago Tribal Council

Winonah Leader Charge 

WINNEBAGO, NE— On h er 
campaign trail, Nebraska State 
Senator from Legislative District 
29 Kate Bolz visited the Winnebago 
community and the Twelve Clans 
Unity Hospital. On October 13, 
Bolz met with Tribal Council. “It 
was really important to us to be 
there in person and to see all the 
wonderful progress being made in 
the community” said Bolz.

Bolz is the Candidate for Ne-
braska's 1st Congressional Dis-
trict. She is a proud sixth genera-
tion Nebraskan. Bolz grew up on a 
family farm southeast of Lincoln. 
She has represented South Central 
Lincoln in Nebraska’s Unicameral 
Legislature since 2013.

During Bolz’s visit, she toured 
the Twelve Clans Unity hospital 
mentioning how pleased she was to 

Senator Kate Bolz Visits the Winnebago Community and Tribal Council
see how hard everyone was work-
ing to support the hospital, “I think 
healthcare access is the number 
one priority in this election year… 
One take away, is what a wonderful 
job the community of Winnebago is 
doing with the Covid 19 protocols. 
We have been to communities all 
over the district this year and I 
was impressed with how diligent 
everyone in Winnebago seems to be 
around Covid prevention.”

On October 13, Bolz had the 
opportunity to meet with tribal 
council, “I was so pleased to have 
the opportunity to listen and learn 
about the issues and the progress 
that the tribal council has on the 
top of their list. Certainly, health-
care is at the top of that list and 
I was pleased to hear about the 
progress in behavioral health ser-
vices.” Bolz is passionate about 
behavioral health and mentioned 

that she would love to help sup-
port once elected. Bolz earned her 
bachelor’s degree from Nebraska 
Wesleyan University and a master’s 
in Social Work from the University 
of Michigan. 

Additional, comments from Bolz 
about the meeting with tribal coun-
cil, “I was happy to understand 
and have a discussion about the 
importance of respecting partner-
ships between the state, the federal 
government, and the tribe. How to 
be respectful and a good partner 
with the sovereignty and the work 
as a sovereign nation. Both the visit 
and the tribal council conversations 
were constructive and informative” 
stated Bolz.

Why would Bolz be the best rep-
resentative for Nebraska? Her re-
sponse, “What I have said through-
out this campaign is that your 
healthcare is on the ballot.  Health-

care is the number one priority I 
have heard in all of our conversa-
tions with constituents throughout 
this campaign. As a senator and 
social worker, I have always priori-
tized protecting healthcare needs. I 
think the desire to expand behav-
ioral health services in Winnebago 
is admirable and it deserves federal 
partnership in that work whether 
it’s through Indian Health Services 
or through the Medicaid system. 
I am eager to be your partner on 
those goals.”  Additionally, Bolz 
supports the agricultural industry 
and protecting the land and water. 
“There is a wonderful tradition 
of agriculture in Winnebago and 
in Nebraska’s fi rst districts, and 
I think Nebraska farmers and 
ranchers deserve better than what 
they are being offered through the 
current administration.”

Nebraska State Senator from Legislative District 29 Kate Bolz pictured with Danelle Smith 
the CEO of the Winnebago Comprehensive Healthcare System (WCHS) at the Twelve Clans 
Unity Hospital.Kate Bolz Candidate for Nebraska's 1st Congressional District.
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The Winnebago Tribal Council is 100% AGAINST Meth. Not only is Meth 
harmful to the individual, it destroys families and our community. Meth 
use is not the HoChunk/Winnebago way of life. On 12-30-19, during the 
Winnebago Mid-monthly Tribal Council meeting, a motion was passed to 
publish all meth related offenses occurring on the Winnebago reservation, 
in the Winnebago Indian News.

Next WIN News Deadline: 

October 27th

The following individual(s) has been arrested for a meth offense…

As of 10-13-20,  no recent meth arrests have been reported.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing 
Case No. CV20-108

In the Matter of the
Name Change Petition of:
ARABELLA RENEE PARKER-NAVA
to ARABELLA RENEE NAVA

To: POTENTIAL FATHERS,
ANY INTERESTED PARTIES,

You are hereby notifi ed that a petition 
for Name Change has been fi led and a 
hearing concerning the above referred 
Individual in case no. CV20-108 has 
been scheduled and will be heard in the 
Winnebago Tribal Court of Winnebago, 
Nebraska on the 30TH day of NOVEM-
BER, 2020 at the hour of 10:00 A.M.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing 
Case No. CV20-113

In the Matter of the
Name Change Petition of:
NICHOLAS JAMES SCRIVNER
to NICHOLAS JAMES LAPOINTE

To: THEODORE SCRIVNER, FA-
THER

ANY INTERESTED PARTIES

You are hereby notifi ed that a peti-
tion for Name Change has been fi led 
and a hearing concerning the above 
referred Individual in case no. CV20-
113 has been scheduled and will be 
heard in the Winnebago Tribal Court 
of Winnebago, Nebraska on the 30TH 
day of NOVEMBER, 2020 at the hour 
of 10:30 A.M.

Curbside Library
The Library is Waiting For You!!
The Library is excited to announce that it is beginning the process of extend-

ing its hand back to the community. The recent health crisis forced us to close 
but now we have begun to reopen beginning with curbside pickup. 

For more information please visit the library’s website below or call us at 
4028782380 ext. 128 

Beginning  10/12/2020   

Little Priest Tribal College & Winnebago Public Library, 601 East College Drive 
PO Box 270, Winnebago, NE 68071

https://littlepriest.edu/lptc-winnebago-public-library/tripp.letterman@lit-
tlepriest.edu 

PUBLIC NOTICE
OMAHA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT NOTICE TO PERFORM TRANSMISSION 

LINE MAINTENANCE & INSPECTIONS ON WINNEBAGO/OMAHA TRIBE AL-
LOTMENTS NOVEMBER 2020 THROUGH MARCH 2021

Omaha Public Power District (OPPD) is committed to maintaining the safe 
and reliable operation of the electric transmission system.  Federal, regional and 
electric industry regulations and standards require maintenance and inspec-
tions of high-voltage overhead transmission lines.

OPPD and/or its contractor will be accessing transmission line right-of-way 
to perform necessary maintenance work including various repairs, structure 
replacements and inspections.  Inspections include assessment of the condition 
of poles, wires, insulators and hardware.  This work allows OPPD to continue 
to provide safe and reliable power.

Work is scheduled to begin November 2020 with expected completion by the 
end of March 2021.

REFERENCE ALLOTMENT NUMBERS

 

Questions?  Please call OPPD Land Management at (531) 226-3062 or email 
us at landmanagement@oppd.com. 

THURSTON COUNTY 
WINNEBAGO RESERVATION 
238L 892 17W 
947 892-A 366L 
16L T892-B 879 
21L T892-C 235L 
233 608   
OMAHA RESERVATION 
142N 133-7 71 
600-A 3015 63-1 
620 133-4 201-2 
619-1 133-2 200 
3032 194-1 125 
679-4 194-2 M375N 
352N 199 731-1 
680-3 203 728 
680-4 206-1 680-2 
687-2 206-3 639 
687-1 206-4 619-2 
687-3 T206-2 T254N 
687-4 290-1 144N 
688-C 290-2  

  Senior Housing 12-Plex.  The barriers to getting to construction: 

1. Insurance adjuster report initially said only the northwest corner 
needed repair and the smoke damage throughout the building could 
be “cleaned”. We hired a certifi ed electrician to assess the electrical 
system. We worried that if one fi re started in the old system, we were 
susceptible to another. Based on “life safety”, the certifi ed electrician 
assessed the total building and reported and recommended total re-
placement. 

2. Negotiated with Insurance entity for 4 months to secure their agree-
ment to decide on “full coverage” of the whole building being re-built. 

3. Environmental. WHDC submitted the plan to remove and replace 
the building, with no change in purpose or the “footprint”.  HUD 
rejected the plan and directed WHDC to obtain a full Environmental 
Assessment. The procurement process resulted in three companies in 
Omaha who were unable to conduct the full assessment.  We found a 
fourth company in Iowa. The assessment took another 90 days. The 
assessment report included fi nding evidence of asbestos in the cor-
ners of the ceiling and under some of the fl oor covering. At the time of 
construction and renovation, asbestos was not known to be a hazard. 
More procurement. WHDC then had to seek certifi ed contractors to 
remove the Asbestos in an environmentally sound manner. The re-
moval was accomplished by such a contractor. The fi nal step was to 
publish a “Finding of No Signifi cant Impact” and “Request for Release 
of Funds” which allows the public to comment or object to the project.  
Then we sent this to
HUD for their fi nal approval to move forward.  HUD regulations do not 
allow expenditure of any federal funds prior to this fi nal step. 

4. HUD approved all this. WHDC was able then to published an In-
vitation to Bid for a Design-Build contractor.  The intent was to save 
time, to hire a team, an architect and a construction entity. One team 
submitted a bid.  HUD requires more than one bid to insure competi-
tion.  WHDC published again, documented the action to HUD. Each 
publication should give the interested bidders 30-45 days to submit a 
bid.  Then HUD approved the Design-Build team.  Which is PLAN/HO-
CHUNK BUILDERS.  The Design-Build contract was fi nally signed on 
January 16, 2020. HUD did not have experience with the Design-Build 
contract, so that review took a little longer as well. 

5. Design was conducted during winter months, Frank Smith, Main-
tenance Supervisor, and Norma Stealer, Executive Director, involved. 
Demolition started April 13, this year, and completed in May. Founda-
tion poured n May. Plumbing and electrical underground work done. 
Poured the interior fl oor in June.  In July started wall framing and roof 
rafters in July.  Finished up sheeting in August. Ho-Chunk Builders 
is currently installing wall rough-in for electrical and plumbing. Then 
installing wood blocking and roof blocking.  The roof should be dried 
in the next week. The Insurance coverage is $898,000 and WHDC has 
budgeted $750,000 in the HUD Indian Housing Block Grant for 2020.  
A total of $1,648,000.

Winnebago Housing and Development 
Commission-Update :

Greetings,

September 18th was my one-year anniversary as the CEO of the Boys and Girl 
Club of Hocak Nisoc Haci. I would like to take some time to share the successes 
of the BGC. First of all, I would like to thank Kelly Conch-Hayes our Director 
of Organizational Development and the current BGC Board members. Each of 
you have made my transition into this position a great experience. Thank you 
for your ongoing commitment and support.

I would also like to thank Alan Post and the WTN Business Offi ce staff for 
helping me with the audit process. We had a lot of challenges getting our Club 
in order and in compliance with grants and the BGC of America requirements. 
I am so grateful for your help and guidance. Pinagigi, to Greg Bass III the BGC 
Unit Director and all of our hard working staff, Allie Frenchman, Denicia Walker, 
Jasmine Colvin, Jocelyn Colvin and Madaijah Salzar. They go above and beyond 
every single day. I am extremely proud of all of them and the effort they bring 
to BGC.

To date, all reporting is being submitted on time and we are in full compli-
ance. Our positive status has created several opportunities for funding. Since 
October of 2019 We helped bring in over $85,000 additional funds and dona-
tions. These funds were used to help get equipment needed for our activities 
and also pay two staff salaries. 

 Soon after I accepted the position, I realized that our Club is a vital place for 
the Winnebago community. It is a safe zone for all children where they can get 
a hot meal, talk to a mentor, socialize and participate in sports and other activi-
ties. I realize we are not incorporating the culture enough. I plan on doing more 
by learning, revitalizing and celebrating the HoChunk people by incorporating 
more culture at the BGC. 

I shared in my interview that my goal is to secure funding for a new building. 
We have started designing a building and hope to have a blueprint soon. I am 
staying true to my goal and will continue to work to secure the funding to make 
this dream a reality.   

Navigating through the many challenges 2020 has presented, my focus re-
mains committed to our mission, “To empower all of our young people, especially 
those who need us most, to realize their full potential as productive, caring, 
traditional, responsible youth.” It has been an honor to serve the youth and I 
will continue to work hard for the Winnebago community. 

Pinagigi,
Wambli Dolezal
Boys & Girls of Hocak Nisoc Haci  

NEBRASKA VOTES TO REMOVE 
SLAVERY FROM THE STATE 
CONSTITUTION

It’s the year 2020. We’re two decades into a new millennium. This November, 
the State of Nebraska is fi nally making an effort to make slavery illegal. That’s 
right, as punishment for a crime, slavery is still legal in the in the state of “The 
Good Life”. Considering how people of color are disproportionately over repre-
sented in the criminal justice system for offenses that allow lighter complexioned 
people to walk freely, this form of punishment must be voted down resolutely. 

Slavery has no place in this state’s constitution at all. As decent people, we 
all know it should never have been on the books in the fi rst place, but to have 
remained there through several centuries and into the new millennia is repre-
hensible. Nebraska must evolve. 

On November 3rd, cast your vote to end slavery in Nebraska. I can hardly 
believe I have to write that. Vote for Amendment 1 and put an end to slavery in 
Nebraska, once and for all time. 

Michelle LaMere
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TRIBAL COLLEGE GRADUATES 

Vocational Degree:
Charisse (Redhorn-Owen) Bass – Cosmetology 

(Iowa School of Beauty)

Bachelor’s Degree: 
Kailey Casey – Education (WSC)

Ashley Hamilton – Sociology (Harvard)
Cherish Mallory – Business Administration (Haskell Indian Nations 

University)
Travis Mallory – Education and Human Sciences (UNL)

Taylor Payer – Sociology w/minor in Criminal Justice (SDSU)
Tanesia Wolfe-Ricehill – Business Management (WSC)

LaRae Rave-Small – Political Science (Arizona State University)
Lilly (Snow) Kearnes – Business (Bellevue University)

Angelica Solomon – Engineering (UNL)

Master’s Degree: 
William Bass – Education w/minor in Curriculum & Instruction 

(Concordia University)
Deanna (Urbanec) Gordon – Educational Leadership/Principal K -12 

(Northern Arizona University)
Brianna Kennedy – Curriculum & Instruction (Doane University)

Amy LaPointe – Adult Education and Training (University of Phoenix)
Mariah May – Social Work (Washington University)

Clarissa Stenstrom – Social Work (Washington University)

The Winnebago Tribe of NE Higher Education Program would like to 
congratulate our college graduates on their Accomplishment and we are 
excited to share with our membership, per student approval their degree 

received this fi scal year from October 1, 2019 – September 30, 2020: 

Associate of Arts Degree: 
Kayleen Blackhawk – Liberal Arts (LPTC)
Harvey Freemont – Liberal Arts (LPTC)

Blade Smith – Network Administration & Security (WITCC)
Michael Smith – Psychology (WITCC)

Rosella Tebo – Liberal Arts (LPTC)
Kenneth Walker – Business (LPTC)
Tiffani Warner – Liberal Arts (LPTC)

A.W. – Liberal Arts  (NICC)
Tyresha Wolfe – Business (LPTC)
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